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PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITIONS OPEN AT
MONTANA MUSEUM OF ART & CULTURE
MISSOULA—
Two exhibitions featuring black-and-white photography will be at the Montana Museum
of Art & Culture at The University of Montana from Tuesday, Sept. 4, through Saturday, Oct.
20 .
“Traces: Montana’s Frontier Re-visited, new photographs by Richard S. Buswell” will
be on view in the museum’s Meloy Gallery. “Mike Catlin, Butte: The 1970s” will be exhibited
in the museum’s Paxson Gallery.
The public is invited to an opening reception to honor both artists from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. Monday, Sept. 17. The museum is located in U M ’s Performing Arts and
Radio/Television Center.
In “Traces: Montana’s Frontier Re-visited,” MMAC presents photographs by Dr.
Richard S. Buswell, a Helena allergist and a professional photographer.
Buswell has spent the last two decades photographing remote, isolated ghost towns and
abandoned homesteads in Montana. His impeccably printed silver gelatin photographs examine
the artifacts left behind by Montana’s early miners, ranchers and homesteaders.
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Through the lens of his 35 mm camera, Buswell distills the imagery to cropped, micro
views of nature’s reclamation of these sites: disembodied chipped hooves from carousel horses
long ago stilled for the last time; peeling strata of linoleum reminiscent of dried mud flats; cash
register keys sprung loose and bent; a rooftop buckling under the weight of prickly pear
cactus.
Buswell’s sensibility for compositional rhythm imposes order and balance to these
scenes, creating a mode for the viewer to contemplate the beauty of time’s relentless march.
This is the third exhibition of Dr. Buswell’s photographs the museum has hosted since
1991. After its debut at MMAC, it will travel to other venues throughout Montana and
beyond.
The exhibition is accompanied by a catalog published by The University of Montana
Press, which includes an essay by Julian Cox, curator of photography at the High Museum of
Art, Atlanta.
Cox will be at the exhibition’s opening reception Sept. 17 to give a gallery talk at 7
p.m. and to sign catalogs. Formerly of the J. Paul Getty Museum, he is considered one of the
leading photography curators in the nation.
“Mike Catlin, Butte: The 1970s” features images that pay careful tribute to the historic
mining town. Catlin donated his photographs of Butte to MMAC in 2002. This exhibition
marks the first public viewing of these works.
A native of Missoula, Catlin earned a master of fine arts degree in photography from
Utah State University. He then lived in Bozeman, where he worked in construction.
During a break in employment, Catlin, who had always been interested in Butte, was
-more-
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concerned by the news that Atlantic Richfield Co. had purchased the mining operations of
Anaconda Copper Co. there. He decided to visit the ailing yet resilient mining town to
document the moods surrounding its storefronts, homes, streets and people.
The resulting images capture the drama of Butte s architecture and inhabitants, as well
as the haunting void in the town’s uninhabited buildings: an abandoned hotel room displays a
calendar dated 1963; in the M iner’s Union Hall, rows of empty folding chairs sit below crepe
paper streamers while facing an American flag.
The vitality and character of Butte’s citizens also are evident in Catlin’s portraits and
street scenes, where images of people congregating on the sidewalks convey the lively energy
of civic engagement in a town that always survives.
Museum hours are 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday and 4 to 8:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday. There is no charge for admission, and free parking is available near the
northwest corner of the Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center.
For more information, call MMAC at 406-243-2019 or go online to
http://w w w .um t.edu/montanamuseum.
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NOTE TO MEDIA: Digital images of select artwork included in these exhibitions are
available on request. Please call Karen Rice, MMAC coordinator of programs and
publications, 406-243-2019, or e-mail karen.rice@mso.umt.edu
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